
                              

From Pastor Mark 
   Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

It happens this year that Ash Wednesday falls on the date that Blessed Martin Luther 
passed away, February 18.  He had traveled to Eisleben, the place of his birth, to 
settle a controversy.  He was able to get it settled on February 17th.  Michael Reeves 
recounts for us the following: 
 

When he went to his bed, he prayed, "Into your hand I commit my spirit; you 
have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God" (Ps. 31:5), the common prayer of the 
dying. At 1 a.m. on 18 February, he awoke with more chest pain and was 
warmed with hot towels. He thanked God for revealing his Son to him in whom 
he had believed. His companions, Justus Jonas and Michael Coelius, shouted 
loudly, "Reverend father, are you ready to die trusting in your Lord Jesus Christ 
and to confess the doctrine which you have taught in his name?" A distinct "Yes" 
was Luther's reply. 

 

[Reeves, Michael. "The Unquenchable Flame". Nottingham: IVP, 2009, p. 60.] 
 

It is interesting that he died in the place of his birth.  There is no significance to it 
except the fact that he died in the faith that he had defended.   His confession to the 
end was that we are justified by grace through faith, solely on the basis of Christ’s 
completed work on our behalf.   
 

We enter the season of Lent with the understanding that our disciplines as Christians, 
such as prayer and fasting and imposition of ashes, are helpful to keep us focused on 
repentance and faith in Christ.  We apply Law to ourselves and recognize our need 
for forgiveness, and apply the Gospel to ourself that in Christ alone we have full 
forgiveness of all our sins and eternal life.  We cannot add anything to Christ’s 
completed work with our sincerity and good works.  We don’t require “giving up” 
something in Lent, but keep before our eyes the suffering, death, burial and 
resurrection of our Lord and Savior. We remember we are mortal with the ashes, 
which are not sacramental, but symbolic.  We are dust and to dust we shall return.  
So, the admonition is to repent of sin, admitting our fallenness and believe the 
Gospel of free forgiveness of all our sins in Christ. 
 

The designated Saint Day is February 18 (transferred to the 19th this year because of 
Ash Wednesday) – Blessed Martin Luther, “Renewer of the Church” – (10 November 
1483 – 18 February 1546).   
 

Worship 
Schedule 

Saturdays – 4 PM 
Sundays – 9 AM 

 

Bible Studies 
Sundays 

Bible Class  10:15 AM  
(Parish Hall) 

 

Mondays 
Women's Bible Study  

9:30 AM 
(Parish Hall) 

 

Wednesdays 
Bible Class - 9:30 AM 

(Parish Hall) 
 

Fridays 
Men's Bible Study -  

9:00 AM 
 1st, 3rd & 5th Friday 

(Chapel) 
 

Bible Class  
10:30 AM (Chapel) 

 
Church Office Hours 

Mon. – Thurs. 
7:30-3:30pm 

Friday 
7:30-1:00pm 
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God’s gift of a New Year is upon us. As we reflect on the past year of changes at 
COL, we are thankful for God’s countless blessings and ever-present guidance.  As 
we move into 2026, we look forward to the opportunities and blessings that 
await us -- a new senior pastor, active boards and committees that provide for 
and expand the mission and ministry of COL, an evolving Strategic Plan, a new 
coat of paint to brighten up the “old mission” – likely in February. Your individual 
involvement in any number of these opportunities (maybe not the painting part!) 
will enrich your life, support your fellow members and serve the Lord with your 
boundless talents. We are indeed blessed at COL, in so many ways, with the life 
experiences that each of you bring to this wonderful place. That variety of talent 
and your loving hearts will ensure that we continue, with the Holy Spirit’s help, 
to “make disciples of all nations” as Scripture instructs. Leadership will lead to 
the best of our ability, but we need your individual input, support and prayers. 
Blessings to all throughout 2026. 
 

PS – The Pacific Southwest District has all the necessary paperwork to take their 
next step of providing us with a list of names to consider for the Sr pastor 
position.  We are currently awaiting the arrival of the list.  
 
 
 
 

Presidents Report 
By Tom Mertins, President 
 

 

 

We pray: Almighty God, we praise you for the men and women you have sent to 
call the Church to its tasks and renew its life such as your servant Martin. 
 

Raise up in our own day teachers and prophets inspired by your Spirit, whose 
voices will give strength to your Church and proclaim the reality of your kingdom. 
Raise up, O Lord, a bold and energetic pastoral leader for us at Crown of Life to 
proclaim the pure Gospel; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

God’s blessing in your Lenten Devotions as you contemplate all that Jesus Christ 
has done for you!  Share that Gospel message of life, forgiveness and salvation in 
Him alone with someone else. 
 

In Christ’s Love, Pastor Logid 
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The exterior of the church will be painted starting on January 28.  Initially the 

church will be power washed with painting to follow. The project will take 
approximately 3 weeks. Painting equipment will be stored in the parking lot 

near the dumpster. Allowances will be made to accommodate church 
functions; but your consideration for all the painting activities is appreciated.   
For church activities during those weeks, please try to park as far back in the 

parking from the main church entrance as your physical limitations will allow.  
We are paying to have the church painted – not your car.  



             
 

We are Not Alone: The Steadfast Love of Our Father Guides Us on Our Journey 

 

 

Christine Escobar, GriefCare Coordinator 

Grief is a journey, one that can feel lonely, disorienting, and heavy.  Yet Scripture reminds us again and again that God does 
not abandon His children in times of sorrow.  Just as God leads us through the seasons of the Church Year, and this month, 
from Epiphany to the Transfiguration, through Ash Wednesday and Lent, He also walks with us on our journey from mourning 
toward joy after the loss of a loved one. 
 

During the season of Epiphany, we celebrate the revelation of Jesus Christ as the Son of God—the Light who enters a dark 
world. God sent His only Son to reconcile us to Himself, assuring us that we are deeply loved and never forgotten, even when 
grief clouds our hearts. 
 

At the Transfiguration of Our Lord, Peter, James, and John are given a glimpse of Jesus’ divine glory.  His face shines, His 
clothes become dazzling white, and heaven briefly breaks through earth’s suffering. This moment points us forward to 
resurrection hope, the promise that suffering and death do not have the final word.  For those who grieve, the Transfiguration 
offers comfort and assurance that glory lies ahead, even when the present feels overwhelming. 
 

As we enter Ash Wednesday, we are reminded of our human frailty, “dust to dust,” and our deep need for Christ.  Yet ashes 
do not speak only of death; they point us to the cross and the resurrection to come.  Through the 40 days of Lent, we reflect 
on Jesus’ endurance, His suffering, and His victory over sin, Satan, and death.  In Him, we find strength for our own journeys of 
loss and healing. 
 

If you are grieving the loss of your spouse and feel alone or overwhelmed, you are invited to attend our Loss of a Spouse 
Seminar on Tuesday, March 31, from 9:30–11:30 a.m.  This encouraging seminar offers Christ-centered support and practical 
guidance, including 
 

• How to handle overwhelming emotions. • Biblical principles that help you deal with your grief. 

• Where to find the strength to go on.  • How to grieve in a healthy way that suits you. 

• What to expect in the days to come.  
 

God never intended for us to grieve alone. He surrounds us with His love and with a caring Christian community.  If you would 
like ongoing support, we invite you to join us in the Chapel on Wednesday mornings from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Call Christine 
Escobar at 808.778.1141 for more information or pick up a brochure from the Information Desk.   
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Library News 
by Janet & Judy 

 
We hope many of you are now 
enjoying YOUR library in the Parish 
Hall. We notice there seems to be a 
good flow of book returns and 
donations coming in. Both are much 
appreciated and your comments 
and recommendations are always 
appreciated. One of the areas that 
sees the most activity is also the 
largest area: books by Christian 
authors. I am sure all have heard of 
Max Lucado. He has more books on 
our shelves than any of our authors, 
and yet my guess is that you can 
still find at least one you haven’t 
read.  And check out the books by 
Billy Graham. Another favorite 
(woman) author that is on our 
shelves is Joni Eareckson Tada.  
 
Today’s challenge: As you are 
browsing their books, see how 
many authors you haven’t read and 
borrow a book by someone new. 
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LWML News 
By Mona Hein, President 
 

The New Year has gotten off to a roaring start!  Would that be called, “In like a lion?”   
Usually, that’s a saying for spring but, Spring isn’t here…yet! However, we’d better  
get ready.  Baseball Spring Training starts at the end of this month!  Batter up! 
 

Before that happens, you need to be here for our February LWML meeting which is Tuesday, the 10th, 1:00 p.m. in the 
chapel.  You don’t want to miss out as we begin planning for the Easter Baskets that we’ll be preparing and sending to the 
Phoenix Rescue Mission.  Easter is early this year and we don’t want to be late. It’s a perfect opportunity for us to show the 
love Jesus has shown all of us and also tell HIS story. We need to begin getting ready for our Spring Tea, which will be April 
14.  You won’t want to miss out on any of these festivities.  
 

If you missed our January meeting, you missed a real treat from one of our very own COL members, Rebecca Downey.  
Rebecca has written a Christian book that has been published.  We are so glad to have Rebecca and her husband, Mike, here 
at COL as a part of our Church family. 

INFORMATION UPDATE FORM 
Has your address, phone number or email address changed at all in 2025?   

If it has, please fill out this form and either drop it off or mail it in to the 
church office by February 6.  We are currently updating our system and are 
trying to ensure we have all your correct contact information.  We will also 

be using this information for our updated 2026 Church Directory. 
 
      

    Name(s): _________________________________________________________ 
 
                         _________________________________________________________ 
 
      Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 

           __________________________________________________________ 
 

      Phone Number(s): _______________________________________________ 
 

               _________________________________________________ 
 

      Email Address(s):  ________________________________________________ 
 

                 ________________________________________________ 
 

      Other Updates:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 

      _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     Emergency Contact:_________________________________________________________ 
 

      ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Holly or Cathy in the 
church office by email at office@colchurch.com or by phone at  

623-546-6228. 

February 2026  

 



             
 

Set Apart to Serve as the Body of Christ in this World 
Christine Escobar, Care Ministry Coordinator 
 

God created us and set us apart for a Holy purpose. Christ 
has called us together in his church family to represent him 
in this world.  By this, all people will know that you are my 
disciples if you have love for one another (John 13:35).   

 

At Crown of Life Lutheran Church, our Care Ministry is one of the meaningful ways 
we live out that love.  
 
In December, our Care Ministry volunteers made 36 visits or calls, served 15 meals, 
baked 24 dozen cookies for our Schole rehearsals and Christmas performance, and 
assisted 11 individuals with light handyman tasks or technology needs. Thank you 
to all who have been our Lord’s hands, feet, and heart with our church family. 
 
Care Ministry Presentation at BPM 2026: We’re honored that our Crown of Life 
Care Ministry has been selected to present at the 2026 Best Practices for Ministry 
Conference in Phoenix on February 12-14, 2026. This inspiring LCMS event gathers 
pastors, leaders, and volunteers from across the nation to share practical, Christ-
centered ministry ideas. 
 

Our session, “You Are Not Alone: Organizing Care Ministries that Really Care,” will 
highlight how our Love Meal, Visiting, Handyman, and Technology Teams work 
together to connect needs with gifts, support our pastors, and extend Christ’s love 
in meaningful ways.  Register to attend BPM: https://cclphoenix.org/bpm/ 
 

Please join us for educational sessions with Sarah Fagus, Sun Health Nutritionist, 
on Monday, February 16, 2026.  Feel free to invite guests. 
 

 
        

 

 
 
 
 

February 7/8 
Lorin Stern in loving memory of 

parents Frederick & Marian Stern.    
 

February 14/15 
Lynne Werle in loving memory of 

son Jimmy Werle.   
 

February 28/March 1 
Sue Hood in loving memory of 

husband George on their wedding 
anniversary.  

 

Duane Rawson in celebration of 
his birthday.  

 

 

Assimilation News 
By Judith Axelson, Assimilation 
 

February continues to bring exciting 
activities from your Assimilation Team! 
 

Sign-ups are now open for Dinners for 
6 for February through March. It’s easy 
to participate, and the rewards—great 
food and meaningful connections—are 
well worth it. 
 
 

The Greeter/Guest Book sign-up sheet  
for Saturdays and Sundays is always 
available, and we truly appreciate your 
willingness to serve in this important 
role. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next Ladies Out to Lunch will be at 
Cheddar's on Bell and 83rd on Tuesday, 
February 17th. It's a wonderful 
opportunity to connect, build 
friendships, and enjoy great food 
together. 
 

For more details or to sign up, please 
visit the Information Desk. We hope 
to see you there! 
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Please contact any of the team 
leaders listed below with questions, 
requests, or to volunteer with our 
ministry. 
 

Homebound/Care Center Visits 
Darlene Markle 970 623 9360 
Dee Harries 785 562 6801 
 

Love Meal Request/Referral 
Robin Coursen 303 249 2644 
 

(Light) Handyman/Technology 
Services 
Duane Rawson (Trustees)  
928 925 0453 
 

Community Resources Referral/ 
Questions: 
Christine Escobar 808 778 1141 
or 
Email GriefCare@colchurch.com 

February 2026  

 

https://cclphoenix.org/bpm/


             
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where are a portion of your offerings going? 
By Diane Hamman, Mission Board 
 

Crown of Life members have been blessed to have financially supported Rev. Paul Nelson,  
since his move to Southeast Asia on behalf of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod in 2022.   
 

Rev. Paul Nelson works with deployed staff, partner churches and partner organizations throughout the region to provide 
theological training, pastoral mentoring and pastoral care. His work involves extensive travel as he creates and nurtures 
relationships in a variety of cultures and languages. 
 

Rev. Nelson grew up in Mesa, AZ. He graduated with a bachelor’s degree in history from Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ 
and a Master of Divinity from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.  
 

In a recent email from him, he wrote:  
 The saints at COL serve here in myriad ways. Together, we reach a broad spectrum of people through the power of the 
 Holy Spirit’s leading.  It is amazing to think of all He accomplishes through simple servants, whether in Sun City West or 
 Asia.  May all of you be encouraged to continue the witness you bear to the hope in Christ. 
 
 

Crown receives a monthly newsletter from Rev. Nelson.  If you want to read how God is working through his travels, ask a 
member of the Board for Missions to share an electronic copy with you. 

 

Ash Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner  
By Sharon Kristof, Assimilation 
 

Please join us for our Ash Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner in the Parish Hall on Wednesday, February 18, 2026  
at 5 PM (after the 4 PM church service).  Or, if you prefer, you can order your dinner(s) “To-Go.” Dinner  
includes: Garden Salad with your choice of dressing (Italian or Ranch); Spaghetti with Sauce, Meatballs, and  
Italian Sausage with Peppers; Garlic Bread; Dessert:  Ice Cream (Eat-In) or Cookies (To-Go); and Beverage (Eat-In).  Cost is 
$10 per dinner. 
 

Please complete an Ash Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner Order Form -- and be sure to choose either “Eat-In” or “To-Go.” 
Place the Order Form with your payment (cash or check payable to Crown of Life Lutheran Church) into the Ash 
Wednesday Dinner Order Box located in the Narthex (during services) or on the counter in the Church Office during non-
church service hours. Last day to order is Sunday, February 15, 2026.   
 

Questions?  Please contact Sharon Kristof at 623-388-6262 or 708-337-6050 or by email at sekristof@aol.com. 
 

February 2026  

 

 

Order Form 
Ash Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner or Spaghetti Dinner To-Go 

Wednesday, February 18 at 5 PM (after 4 PM church service) in Parish Hall 
 

Dinner includes:  Garden Salad with your choice of Dressing (Italian or Ranch); Spaghetti with Sauce, Meatballs, and Italian 
Sausage with Peppers; Garlic Bread; Dessert – Ice Cream (Eat-In) or Cookies (To-Go); and Beverage (Eat-In). 
 

Select payment method:                                                                                     Cost : $10 per dinner  
 

  _____ Check _____ Cash                 # of Dinners:  ____________                  Amount enclosed: __________________ 
Please make check payable to: “Crown of Life Lutheran Church” and write “Dinner” on the Memo line. 
 
Please check one: 
  ____ “Eat-In” the Parish Hall                   ____ “To-Go”:  I’ll pick them up in Parish Hall after 4 PM church service. 
   

Please Print:  Last Name ___________________ First Name ____________________ Phone #: __________________ 
 

Please place completed Order Form in an envelope with your payment into the Ash Wednesday Dinner Order Box located 
in the Narthex (during services), or on the counter in the Church Office (during non-church service hours). 
Last day to order is Sunday, February 15, 2026. 
 

Questions?  Please contact Sharon Kristof at 623-388-6262 or 708-337-6050 or by email at sekristof@aol.com. 
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January 2026  

 

February 2026  

 

February 2026  

 

1 Linda Hensen 
1 Phill Robbins 
2 Judy Briddle 
2 John Holten 
2 Lory Marunde 
2 Phil Moore 
3 Jo McKinney 
4 Cheryl Schalk 
6 CJ Karas 
6 Rollie Mann 
7 Ken Coffman 
7 Katie Cunningham 
9 Joan Faser 
10 Tim Aden 

11 Sharon Tieman 
11 Jeffrey Williams 
12 Tom Ore 
12 Pamela Sweet 
12 Kristine Weber 
13 Fred Treftz 
15 Emil Seaman 
16 Jane Colrud 
16 B.J. Smith 
17 Janet Blakley 
17 Eric Linblade 
18 Hilde Gebert 
19 Janice Drake 
19 Evelin Lackey 

February Servants 
Vacancy Pastor     Rev. Dr. Mark Logid 
Pastoral Assistants Rev. Vern Ermeling, Rev. 
Mark Hein, Rev. Ray Mirly, Rev. Gary Smith 
 

ELDERS 
(4:00) Chris Schmidt, Randy Sculz, Tim 

Krueger, Steve Worster  
(9:00) Paul Brown, Tim Jehn, Mark 

Budensiek 
 

Ash Wednesday 
(4pm) Chris Beck, Lowell Janssen, 
Tim Krueger, Paul Brown 
(7pm) Carl Browning, Eddie 
Mallonen, Mark Budensiek, Randy 
Schulz 

 

TRUSTEES 
(4:00) Tom Ore        
(9:00) Carl Browning 
 

Ash Wednesday 
(4pm): Mike Markle 
(7pm): Doug Butner 
Feb. 25 (4pm): Duane Rawson 
 

FLOWERS 
Sat: Darlene McAfee 
Sun: Lynne Werle 
 

 

TELLERS 
Kathy Beilstein, Judy Briddle, Ken Grover, 
Chris Grundy, Dale Johnson, Judy Manell, 
Sheila Mecham  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 Chris Schmidt 
19 Gladys Strohschein 
20 Eddie Mallonen 
22 Lynne Werle 
23 Lynda Rud 
24 Sharon Helling 
24 Marilyn Kloha 
25 Sharon Fitch 
26 Edwin Crabbe 
27 Vicki Jolin 
28 Lee Ketelsen 
28 Duane Rawson 
29 Neil White 

1 Ted and Nancy Lee Barnes 
5 Phil and Sue Finck 
10 Jarred and Connie Launer 
15 Larry and Sherrie Jessen 
16 Dave and Fran Wallin 
17 Dianne Heisner and James Khami 
 

GREETERS 
Saturday: Chris & Linda Beck, Joan Byrd 
Sunday: Ingrid Oberdieck, Dee Harries, 
Kathy Schutt 
Guestbook: Diane Mertins 
 
 

ALTAR GUILD  
(4:00) Kathy Beilstein, Joanie Westbrook 
(9:00) Lynne Rose, Holly Browning 
 

USHERS 
(4:00) Duane & Cookie Rawson, Faye 
Toepel, Joan Byrd 
(9:00) Tom Bauer, Gary Frankeberger 
Mike & Becky Downey 
 
 
 

18 Jim and Jean Bor 
20 Jim Panek and Shirley Wright-Panek 
24 Dana Boesen and Kathy Shearer 
27 Candi Hartwig and Ed 
27 Raymond and Debra Jung  
29 Greg and Karen Weitzel 

Did you know? The same Listen Wi-Fi device that we 
have in the Sanctuary is now in the Parish Hall. That 
means that if you have installed the Listen Wi-Fi app 
on your cell phone, you can choose to listen to the 
audio from either the Parish Hall or the Sanctuary.  
 
 

We are also in need of some Tech Volunteers for Saturday services. If 
you have any desire to even come take a look at what volunteering 
would look like, please email Zach at zach@colchurch.com, or see him 
before or after Church services. 

Joining the Church Triumphant 

Crown of Life members who recently were called home to Heaven are: 
 

Craig Devroy, January 10       
Ernie Schmidt, January 23 

 

We celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for 
our beloved as well, knowing that God honors our tears. 
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